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Overview of Workshop
• Introduction to Scanning & Digital Imaging
• Scanning Demonstrations and File Types
• Photo Restoration  
• Lunch & Informal Discussions
• Preparing Images for use in your Genealogy Program
• Scanning Tintypes and old Photographic Media
• Simple Videos for the Web
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Whither Digital Images ? (1)
• Traditionally came from Scanning Images

• This used to be “The Scanning Workshop”
• Still a significant source for genealogists
• You create the digital image - have to make choices

• Digital Still Cameras now a significant source
• Easy to takes lots of pictures, use the ones you want
• Also useful for copying documents and pictures
• Megapixels and features increasing as prices decrease
• Will be covered in greater detail later on this afternoon

• Mobile Phones have cameras too
• Many Megapixles (eg 5-8) very small lens => noise
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Whither Digital Images ? (2)
• Digital movie cameras

• video images/clips 
• can also take still pictures but at a lower quality

• Images from/via the Web
– Census, Vital records, Wills etc

• Scotlandspeople - BDMs - small (<100k) TIFF file
- Wills large (~1M) colour TIFF file

• Documents on line (England ) - ~1M (6 page PDF file)
• Ancestry.Com Census - large (~600k) JPG file
• Ancestry.Com Norfolk Baptism - large (~1M ) JPG file
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Ancestry.com Census Image



Inc.
19 June 2011Scanning and Digital 

Imaging  Workshop

Ancestry.com Norfolk 
Parish Baptism Image
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ScotlandsPeople Marriage Certificate Image
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ScotlandsPeople Will Image
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England Will Image
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India Birth – Capture of Film Frame
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Phone image (4 Megapixel)
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Whither Digital Images ? (3)
– From fellow researchers & local history societies

• Pictures, documents, maps, plans
• Various formats - TIFF, JPG, PNG, GIF, PDF

• All these images have similar attributes regardless 
of their source

• all have dimension (“x” pixels by “y” pixels), print size (6” by 4”), 
resolution (DPI), bit depth (no. of “colours”)

• will be discussed as part of the Scanning session

• Will now look at a couple of Scanner Models
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Many Models & Options (1)
• EPSON Perfection 4990 Photo 

• Optical resolution 4800*9600 DPI 
• Selectable resolution 25 DPI to 12,800 DPI 
• 48/24 bit internal, 48/24 bit output (colour/greyscale)
• Optical Density (Film) 4.0 Dmax
• DIGITAL ICE dust and scratch removal
• Technology used - CCD/Cold Cathode Fluro Light
• Maximum size A4/Letter (216 * 297 mm)
• Interface USB 2.0 Hi Speed/Firewire 
• Approximate Price $890 (when released)
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Many Models & Options (2)
• EPSON V700 Photo 

• Optical resolution (dual lens) 6400/4800*9600 DPI 
• Selectable resolution 25 DPI to 12,800 DPI 
• 48/24 bit internal, 48/24 bit output (colour/greyscale)
• Optical Density (Film) 4.0 Dmax
• DIGITAL ICE dust and scratch removal
• Technology used - CCD/Cold Cathode Fluro Light
• Maximum size A4/Letter (216 * 297 mm)
• Interface USB 2.0 Hi Speed/Firewire
• Approximate Price $725
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Scanning Principles
• Will look at various aspects of scanning in the 

following Scanning Demonstration session
– Image attributes (size, resolution etc)
– Use of images
– Getting the best from your scanner

• Some of these aspects will also come up in other 
sessions
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Graeme Simpson
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Use the 
Histogram 
option in 

your editing 
program to 

clean up 
scans too
(Capture
of Film 
Frame)



Inc.
19 June 2011Scanning and Digital 

Imaging  Workshop

MORNING TEA
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PHOTO RESTORATION

Carol Heath
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LUNCH

INFORMAL
DISCUSSIONS
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PREPARING IMAGES
FOR USE IN YOUR

GENEALOGY PROGRAM

John Donaldson
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AFTERNOON TEA
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SCANNING TINTYPES AND 
OLD PHOTOGRAPHIC MEDIA

Martin Coull
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SIMPLE VIDEOS
FOR THE WEB

Irene Fullarton
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Video Formats/Codecs (1)
• Different formats/file types

– e.g. MP2, MP4, MOV, AVI, WMV, FLV (Flash)
– May have digital rights management DRM

• Codec short for Coder/Decoder
– Determines how the data is stored in the file
– Many of them, need correct one to play video file
– VLC Media Player, plays most none-DRM video files 

• http://wiki.videolan.org/Codec
• http://wiki.videolan.org/VLC_Features_Formats

http://wiki.videolan.org/Codec
http://wiki.videolan.org/VLC_Features_Formats
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