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I’m normally a social girl
I love to meet my mates
But lately with the virus here
We can’t go out the gates.

You see, we are the ‘oldies’ now
We need to stay inside
If they haven’t seen us for a while
They’ll think we’ve upped and died.

They’ll never know the things we did
Before we got this old
There wasn’t any Facebook
So not everything was told.

We may seem sweet old ladies Who would 
never be uncouth
But we grew up in the 60s -
If you only knew the truth!

There was sex and drugs and rock ‘n roll
The pill and miniskirts
We smoked, we drank, we partied
And were quite outrageous flirts.

Then we settled down, got married
And turned into someone’s mum,
Somebody’s wife, then nana,
Who on earth did we become?

We didn’t mind the change of pace
Because our lives were full 
But to bury us before we’re dead
Is like a red rag to a bull!

So here you find me stuck inside
For 4 weeks, maybe more
I finally found myself again
Then I had to close the door!

It didn’t really bother me
I’d while away the hour
I’d bake for all the family
But I’ve got no flaming flour!

Now Netflix is just wonderful
I like a gutsy thriller
I’m swooning over Idris
Or some random sexy killer.

At least I’ve got a stash of booze
For when I’m being idle
There’s wine and whiskey, even gin
If I’m feeling suicidal!

So let’s all drink to lockdown
To recovery and health
And hope this awful virus
Doesn’t decimate our wealth.

We’ll all get through the crisis
And be back to join our mates
Just hoping I’m not far too wide
To fit through the flaming gates!

               Pam Ayers

submitted by a GUM member

(Hopefully things will get back to normal soon)

Pam Ayers on the Lockdown

http://www.facebook.com/VicGUM/
http://www.vicgum.asn.au/
https://www.facebook.com/VicGUM/
https://www.vicgum.asn.au/
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THE ELM TREE
Well, by my reckoning we are now in about the 10th week of isolation. Last 

month, I mentioned my “one day” list.

 �  Years back I had scanned approximately 1,700 family slides: now all 
dated and indexed. 

 �  During cleaning out a cupboard I found a box with eight VHS tapes of 
home videos, currently being copied to electronic format.

 �  Years back I also had 18x400 ft reels of home movies transferred to 
digital format. I have now mastered the art of editing and adding names 
to all. Currently ½ way through.

The next task will be to master transferring old audiotapes and removing background noise and 
improving quality.

In addition to the above of course, the garden tidy up (continuing work in progress) and other areas 
around the home have been “tidied up”.

There are certainly many ways of keeping oneself occupied. Perhaps our ability to do so stems from 
our younger years when, due to there being no TV or DVDs we had to make our own entertainment by 
reading books, having hobbies such as photography or building model aeroplanes. As a result of this we 
learnt to entertain ourselves. This has stood us in good stead.

How many reports do we read or hear from the younger generation: “I am so bored in isolation; I have 
nothing to do!” 

We are certainly in a period of time that we have not previously experienced and it seems fairly certain 
that life as we knew it will, in the future be quite different. We will adapt!

It has been interesting reading many of the GUMNET posts and there have been some good suggestions 
for viewing Webinars and also many hints for use in adding data to our family history data files. It 
seems that many people are taking this forced isolation as an opportunity rather than a “problem”.

As usual to finish on a lighter note: 

 �  Whilst wearing a face mask outside is necessary; it is beneficial inside to prevent over eating.
 � It almost feels as though Mother Nature has sent us all to our rooms for misbehaving.
 � In a reversal of my teenage years I am now yelling at my parents for going out.
 � Try putting a drink in every room of the house and call it a pub crawl.
 � Home school day 5: How can I get this child transferred out of my class?
 � Home schooling going well… 2 students suspended for fighting, one 

teacher dismissed for drinking on the job.

Doug Elms, President
president@vicgum.asn.au        GUM

mailto:president@vicgum.asn.au
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Turn Back Time – a Deeper Look at the 
Family Tree Maker 2019 Change Log

This month I want to have a more 
detailed look at the Change Log (or 

turn back time) feature that was added 
to version 2019 (Win and Mac).

By way of explanation. When Family 
Tree Maker was being produced by 
Ancestry, as many of you will know, 
I was one of eight alpha testers for 
Ancestry for some 12 or so years, a 
volunteer position that I thoroughly 
enjoyed. One of the benefits was that 
I had access to all the new features 
as they were developed, (I even had 
some say in them and could make 
suggestions), often months before the 
official release of a version. 

Of course all the alphas were under 
a strict Non-Disclosure Agreement 
(NDA) but it meant that when a version  

                    was officially released the NDA no longer applied to that version.  

I could write articles for GUM members on the basis of several months prior exposure and 
experience with the version. Hitting the ground running so to speak. When Software MacKiev 
purchased Family Tree Maker from Ancestry in 2016, they (as is their right), did not use the alpha 8 
as we were known. But it means that when a new version hits the streets, I have to get to grips with 
it immediately without the luxury of being involved with its development.

And as I get to use the new features, over time I get to better understand how they work. So it is 
with this month’s article. I wrote about the Turn Back Time (or Change Log) new feature as part 
of my initial review of all the new features in version 2019 in March 2020. The series ran from 
November 2019 to March 2020. But I have now had about 6 months experience with version 2019 
and have learned a bit more since my initial comments. In particular, I have come to appreciate the 
Change Log and what it can do. So this month, Change Log revisited.  
Note: the Change Log tab is in the Plan Workspace.

The Change log as I prefer to call it can do two things very well.

1. It records your last 1,000 entries

2. It allows you to roll the database (family file) back to an earlier date

Your Last 1,000 entries
This is the area that I want to comment on first, especially as it is 
not really covered in the Companion Guide in any depth. Note: the 
Companion Guide is a PDF book in the Help Menu.

Over the last few months I have been systematically reviewing all my 
entries in my 8,000 or so name family file. To do this I first turn on the 
Lifespan indicator in the Index in the People Tree View.

I have a policy that if I know a person is deceased but I don’t know or 
cannot estimate the date of death, I put a “?” in the Date of Death Field. 
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Family Tree Maker converts this to 
“Unknown”. 

So I have two main entries

Date-Date  e.g. 1855-1939 or;

Date-Unknown e.g. 1715-Unknown

If I have a Date and no entry it means  
that the person is still living e.g. 2006- 

Now the nice thing about versions 
2017 and 2019 is that you can also turn 
on the Hints and in particular I have 
been focusing on where I have a Date-
Unknown, plus either an Ancestry and/
or a FamilySearch hint. I have been then 
looking at the hints for each entry (or any 
other appropriate records) and trying to find a date for the Unknown. I have been quite successful 
and have added many previously Unknown dates. And as I add these new data (date) points, it 
clarifies other relationships especially data errors, e.g. “mother was younger than 13 when so and so 
was born, or father died before the birth of the child. Family Tree Maker is very good at these data 
errors and is one reason why the Data Error Report is one of my favourite reports in the application.  
(See GUM newsletter January 2018).

Now where does the Change Log come into all of this you ask?

The Change Log tracks each and every change I make, whether it be a name, a date, added media, 
added source and/or a removal. It tracks my last 1,000 edits and gives me the date and time that I 
made them!! Let me repeat that. It tracks my last 1,000 edits and gives me the date and time that I 
made them!! I don’t have to do a thing. At any stage I can click on an entry then click on the GoTo 
button and be taken to the Tree View of that person for further analysis.

I can shut down an editing session and come back the next day, or the next week, next month, etc., 
and all my last 1,000 entries and what I last did are all clearly visible.
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Why is this so good?
Because I can see immediately what I did and reverse it or change it more. Another way to look at 
it is that you have a written audit trail. And you can print it as well, not that I ever have. I have 
put in an enhancement request to Software MacKiev to allow the Change Log to be included in the 
Share functionality as sharing it as [say] a CSV file would allow you to open it in Excel for further 
analysis.

Navigating the Change Log
Now the other extremely useful thing that you can do in the Change Log is filter your entries. I like 
filters in databases as they let me extract just the data that I want and hide all the data I don’t need 
to see. And Family Tree Maker does this very well.

The three tabs controlling the filter are on the top of the Change Log. From left the nodes are:

List by:   Date or Object

List by:   All Records, Person, Media, Source

List by:   All Changes, Added, Changed, Deleted

That is about 32 combinations!!!

Additionally, you can collapse and expand these nodes. And of course print 
them if required. And if you have Acrobat installed as a printer, you can 
print to PDF as well.

So effectively the Change Log is providing me with a very detailed record of my changes and I don’t 
have to do a thing. And if I make a mistake, I can readily find it and correct it and these changes 
are also recorded.

Tip:   For TreeVault subscribers, the Antenna tree stores the full thousand-step change log so if 
you are restoring after a crash, you’ll still be able to roll back as many steps as you need. 
Nice.
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Now note in all of this I haven’t needed to Roll Back Changes which maybe is the headline act of 
this Change Log feature. As I noted in March 2020, unless you have made a major relationship error 
you are unlikely to need to Roll Back, but (and it is a big BUT), the ability is there if you need it. I 
think that I would have good backups if I was contemplating using it, and also maybe first do some 
tests with it on a practice or sandbox file. 

Software MacKiev notes
“Turn Back Time. From time to time you will probably make a change in your tree that, in 
hindsight, turns out to have been a mistake. And that one false step might have led to a string of 
unwanted changes. With the Turn Back Time feature you can easily return your tree to the state it 
was in just before the original mistake was made without having to undo all of your actions one by 
one. And, unlike the Undo command in the Edit menu, it works even if you’ve closed and reopened 
the tree in the meantime. Here’s how to roll back the changes:”

For detailed instructions on how to use it, see my March 2020 article.

Summation
So whilst the headline act of the Change log is the Roll Back Time, my usage has been the detailed 
audit trail with changes to names, dates, media, sources, all with the ability to go directly to the 
detailed records in the People workspace, together with times and dates. And it all just happens.

John Donaldson          GUM
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Part 4
This month I am going to complete my brief introductory visit to Family Book Creator (FBC) 

and concentrate on output. Output is firstly electronic, but also the option to physically print 
your book.

Selecting Your Page Details

This important section is where you can select your page size, indents, margins, header and footer 
details, page breaks, etc. It is important that you consider these options as they profoundly affect 
your final book.  Remember, FBC allows you to save and reuse your settings. There are numerous 
references in Google and elsewhere on this important requirement. I don’t have space in this short 
introduction to examine it in detail.

Outputting to DocX or RTF
FBC offers 11 output options but I am guessing most new users 
will start with Word DocX or RTF if they want to post-edit (tweak) 
their book after producing it in FBC; or PDF if they simply want to 
print or send the book as produced by FBC to other parties.

This will produce a book that can be opened in MS Word (this 
will happen automatically if you have MSWord installed on your 
computer). Once in MS Word you can edit as much as you like. 
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Word Fields (Important)
I have mentioned this in earlier articles, but FBC invokes Word’s field capability to produce page 
numbers, Table of Content (TOC) and the two indexes. Now if you start playing around in  
MS Word and inevitably you will add or remove pages and of course the page numbers, TOC and 
the two indexes will quickly get out of sync. 

Don’t worry. All you have to do is select the entire book using Ctrl+A (Win) or (Cmd+A) if you are 
editing in MS Word on a Mac, then press F9 and all the fields will be updated. You can do this as 
often as you like. Yes, I know that FBC is not yet available for a Mac, but you can take the MS Word 
file from your Win computer and use a Mac to edit in MS Word for Mac. More on updating fields: 
See: 
https://support.office.com/en-us/article/update-fields-7339a049-cb0d-4d5a-8679-97c20c643d4e .

Once you have your book as you want it, you can print it. Or maybe save it from MS Word as a PDF 
file and save it to a USB stick and take it to a commercial printing service. I say this as books tend 
to have a lot of pages, and it may be better to use a commercial printer and printing service. 

Also be aware that you can take your book as a DocX or PDF file to a boutique printing company 
that specialises in short-run books and have it professionally produced. These companies also have 
templates to assist in final production. They can also advise on paper types binding and the like. If 
you are going this route, then talk to them first!

If you are not sure of what you want, have a look at books produced by others to gain ideas. Of 
course, if you just want something simple on A4, then you have less decisions to make. 

PDF
FBC allows you to output the book as a PDF file and it also 
gives you the choice of 4 PDF quality levels. PDF can be read by 
Acrobat Reader and is very universal. If you are doing a quick 
book to email to someone or to be put online or on an optical 
disc then PDF is a good option. If you want to stay clear of  
MS Word then PDF is the way to go. Of course any changes 
have to be made in Family Tree Maker and the book re-run in 
FBC. You may do this many times until your book    

              achieves the ‘Goldilocks’ condition.

https://support.office.com/en-us/article/update-fields-7339a049-cb0d-4d5a-8679-97c20c643d4e
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Epub
I touched on this last month as a bit of a teaser. I have not had much experience using epub but if 
you want to distribute your book electronically then epub maybe the way to go. Of course you can 
also output your book in PDF, MS Word, etc. Many references in Google. Try  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O1FWqRFiYjo or put something like this into Google

“Youtube how to use epub”

Output Language
Believe it or not, FBC supports 10 output languages and even 
differentiates between UK and US English. Most GUM members I 
suspect will use UK English, but you are not limited.

Getting Help The Manual
I have mentioned it in earlier articles but it is important that you download and read and refer to 
the FBC manual. The link is: 

https://www.familybookcreator.com/media/files/UserGuideFBC2019.pdf

Support
Again there is an FAQ. The link is:
https://www.familybookcreator.com/en/menu-support-en/menu-faq-en
plus email support The link is: 
https://www.familybookcreator.com/en/menu-support-en
And even a newsletter. The link is: 
https://www.familybookcreator.com/en/menu-newsletter-en

But I have found that making a few experimental books from Family Tree Maker and playing 
around with some of the options is a great way to learn. As everything is electronic, you can delete 
files and try again.

Finally, for reference, the home page for FBC is:
https://www.familybookcreator.com/en/

Summation
This is but a brief introduction to a great plugin for Family Tree Maker. Depending on when the 
restrictions associated with Covid-19 are lifted and we can meet again, I will do a Sunday afternoon 
session (and video it as well) of using some of the FBC features. This is currently still scheduled for 
Sunday 28 June at 2:00 pm at Mount Waverley. Of course we will update this as restrictions change.

But my best advice. If you want to get serious about books from Family Tree Maker, download a 
trial version of FBC and have a play. If you like it, then buy a copy. 

John Donaldson          GUM

STOP PRESS 9 May 2020: Build 584, (or a later build) a free maintenance update for existing 
users has been released.  There are multiple improvements and fixes in this release. It is 
compatible with Family Tree Maker 2017 and Family Tree Maker 2019 Windows. A report 
next month.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O1FWqRFiYjo
https://www.familybookcreator.com/media/files/UserGuideFBC2019.pdf
https://www.familybookcreator.com/en/menu-support-en/menu-faq-en
https://www.familybookcreator.com/en/menu-support-en
https://www.familybookcreator.com/en/menu-newsletter-en
https://www.familybookcreator.com/en/


Page 11 of 32

Victorian GUM Inc. Newsletter, June 2020

How Adobe InDesign took over 
publishing with Steve Jobs' help

We have a number of GUM members who are interested in publishing (some were 
members of our discontinued Publishing Group) who use InDesign. This article is 
especially for them.  The photos that came with this article were very low quality and 
have been omitted. This newsletter is also produced in InDesign CS6. Read on. Ed. 

Adobe's page layout software InDesign dominates publishing, but it got there despite starting 
off on August 31, 1999 against a once equally dominant rival —and we got Adobe to talk about 

the past and present of the long-time design application.

When Adobe InDesign was launched on 31 August, 1999, it was aimed at precisely one rival, the 
then immensely successful QuarkXPress. Yet really the whole development of this page design 
software is the story of rival companies fighting. There was Quark and Adobe, but also Adobe and 
Aldus —and Adobe and Apple.

Without Apple, we would at least not have had the publishing systems quite as early as we got them. 
It was Apple's LaserWriter printer, (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LaserWriter) built to use Adobe's 
PostScript language, (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PostScript) which made the single, biggest 
difference to the future of both companies.

That combination began the publishing revolution that went all the way from home users being able 
to produce newsletters, to national magazines being produced in ways and at speeds unimaginable 
before.

Adobe InDesign came to dominate the entirety of print publishing, but it did so after bitter 
competition — and today it's facing issues that once dethroned its rivals.

Playing nice
In the earliest days, before InDesign was produced, publishing as a whole was being irrevocably 
changed by the trio of Adobe, Apple, and Aldus, with its PageMaker software.

However, the three were as much rivals as they were collaborators. Apple and Adobe soon disagreed 
over how fonts should be used, and much later they would famously argue over Adobe's Flash.

Adobe and Aldus were increasingly competitive, too, with rival products for illustration, for 
instance. In 1994, though, that ended. The firms both announced that they were merging to form a 
new company. However, it was really a takeover, as Aldus vanished within this new firm, which was 
called Adobe Systems. Adobe had effectively just bought Aldus to get PageMaker.

So Adobe now had a page design app in PageMaker, but that product had already become chief ly a 
consumer one. At the time, professional users were almost entirely buying QuarkXPress.

In 1998, Quark's CEO Fred Ebrahimi even offered to buy Adobe. It wasn't a serious offer, it was a 
way to tell customers that Quark was in business and Adobe was in trouble.

"The Quark takeover attempt catalyzed the company," Adobe founder John Warnock told Pamela 
Pfiffner for her book, Inside the Publishing Revolution: The Adobe Story.

"Our response was, we're going to be damned if we get taken over by these turkeys," he continued. 
"We're going to annihilate them. We'll just out-engineer them."

It wasn't as if this was what prompted Adobe to create a rival to Quark, but it may have been what 
prompted them to exploit an invitation by Steve Jobs.

"I think both companies [Adobe and Apple] were at the crossroads," InDesign 2.0 product manager 
Maria Yap told AppleInsider. "Steve Jobs had just come back to Apple. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LaserWriter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PostScript
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Apple was struggling to get developers —in particular our main competitor [Quark] —to commit to 
develop for the new OS."

"In the early days," she continues, "Adobe worked closely with Apple and Aldus to deliver the 
key components of Desktop Publishing —Postscript, Illustrator, Fonts, Apple Laserwriter, Aldus 
Pagemaker, etc. And Adobe understood better than others that Apple had a massively strong 
following in the creative space."

Jobs spoke at the 1998 Seybold Conference, which at the time was a particularly notable annual 
publishing event. In promoting Apple, Jobs brought representatives from both Quark and Adobe up 
on stage to show how their companies were supporting the Mac.

Nobody remembers what Quark did, but Adobe took this opportunity to show off what was then 
called K2. It was a prototype of what would become InDesign, and it was very well received. Demos 
do make their topic look good, but in this environment, there was already a hyped-up feel in the 
audience.

Publish Magazine even had badges you could wear to show your allegiance to either Quark or 
Adobe.

"There was a ton of excitement for Adobe InDesign," says Yap. "So much passion from the team and 
focus from the executives to make InDesign a success, and excitement from the customer. Everyone 
knew the stakes we were playing for and a page layout app was 'The App' back then, much like a UI/
UX app is today."

InDesign's core
Even before Adobe bought Aldus, specifically to get Pagemaker, that app's team had been looking 
to create something new. Pagemaker was a hodge-podge of software, written in different languages 
and really increasingly cobbled together, so the team was looking at starting again.

That continued under the Adobe Systems years, and grew with the addition of more software 
engineers from the old Adobe. InDesign would not only start again, but it would avoid Pagemaker's 
issues by being built from the start as a collection of separate modules which could be upgraded or 
replaced without affecting the rest of the app.

After Adobe took over, InDesign also utilized the firm's hugely successful PDF format. It also had 
the advantage of being made to look like Photoshop and Illustrator. That user interface coherency 
meant publishers who were already familiar with those apps, were immediately familiar with 
InDesign.

Launch reaction
Maybe you had to have been there, but in at least certain areas of publishing in the late 1990s, there 
was genuine excitement about the then forthcoming InDesign. Then when it arrived, it was initially 
met with genuine enthusiasm, too.

"Adobe InDesign is here," said MacWeek in September 1999, "and the status quo in graphic design 
software is about to change."

"Casting XPress in the role of defending champion," it continued," the Adobe development team has 
clearly worked with the aim of matching or exceeding its capabilities —so if you have a wish-list for 
XPress, you'll probably find it in InDesign."

Even though this is from K2, an early pre-release version, you can still recognize it as Adobe 
InDesign

An initial win for InDesign was its typesetting capabilities, and in how speedily it performed. 
Equally, though, it required some at-the-time hefty Mac gear to have that performance. Adobe 
said it needed a G3 processor with 128MB of RAM. Even by 2002, QuarkXPress 5 needed only a 
PowerPC processor and 20MB RAM.
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Plus it was true that Quark users could very easily open their existing documents in Adobe 
InDesign. However, it was also true that you then needed to do a lot of work to make those 
documents look right.

So there were mixed reactions, but then in late 2001, Adobe got another boost from Apple —and 
Apple got another boost from Adobe.

"When we were developing InDesign 2.0 [which was released in January 2002]," says Yapp, "Apple 
had announced their move to OS X. We knew that InDesign had to support the new operating 
system —we needed to 'future proof ' our newest product. Fortunately while we supported Mac  
OS X, the competition did not."

That last point proved crucial. For arguably the greatest help InDesign ever got, the greatest thing 
that propelled it to take over publishing from QuarkXPress, was Quark itself.

By 2001, Steve Jobs was back, the iMac had exploded, and InDesign was growing. Yet it was as 
if Quark had not noticed any of this and still believed Apple was in the death throes it had been 
during the 1990s.

When yet another major update to Quark came out and it wasn't using OS X, users complained. 
Quark's Ebrahimi told them that this was tough. "The Macintosh platform is shrinking," he said, 
and suggested that they "switch to something else."

He meant Windows, but the effect was that Mac users recognized Quark wasn't going to improve, 
and so they switched to InDesign.

Through the 2000s and 2010s
Adobe InDesign is a strong and very good app for publishing, it did not come to dominate the 
industry because it was the only choice. Nonetheless, it really did dominate it and has continued to 
do so to this day —even as Quark has returned to the Mac.

It was arguably InDesign 2, launched on OS X in January 2002, that really launched the success of 
the app.

While Quark continues to be a standalone app, though, Adobe InDesign has become part of the 
Adobe Creative Cloud, and there are certain compelling benefits to users.

"Adobe had been selling Collections, several products together for a valuable price," says Maria 
Yapp. "Unfortunately, products had very different schedules which limited how much integration 
and alignment we could do. When we decided to create Creative Suite, it forced the product teams 
to align their schedule and then soon after we were able to come out with new products like Adobe 
Bridge, work on Open In workf lows, and refine the user experience for better consistency."

InDesign is part of a collection of major applications and the intention is that for a single monthly 
subscription fee, you can have access to all of them. Maybe you use InDesign daily, but you only 
launch Adobe Illustrator once per year. It's there waiting for when you need it, and you don't have to 
pay an extra fee.

Version control
However, as useful as these benefits are, and important as technical issues like the move to OS X 
were, there are also practical issues that affect publishers. And today Adobe InDesign is starting to 
be affected by them.

For instance, it is obviously an extremely big undertaking to move your publishing house from one 
system to another —a monthly magazine can't come out a week late just because some setting is 
wrong.

What's less immediately obvious, though, is that it's still a pretty big move going from even one 
version of a system to another. No publisher could risk updating their copy of InDesign on the day 
it was released, because any bug could be calamitous.
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So publishers tend to stick with a working version of InDesign until a new one has had any bugs 
uncovered and fixed. They tend to stick with the older one until there is time in the schedule to 
upgrade everyone.

That can mean that the average publisher is a couple of versions behind the very latest edition, 
even though that does mean they're missing out on features. That's a shame, and it's a reason for 
companies to try to update often, but now it's become an actual problem.

Adobe InDesign CC 2019
Adobe will not and possibly legally cannot explain this, but as of May 2019, customers can't just 
hang on to any old version. InDesign is now only available as part of the Adobe Creative Cloud 
(CC), although you can elect to subscribe to just a single app in that collection, it's still part of the 
collection. And Creative Cloud users are currently required to download and use only either the 
latest version or the second most recent one.

Without inside knowledge, the most likely explanation is that this is to do with a legal case brought 
against Adobe by Dolby. Up to some point, some Creative Cloud apps appear to have been using 
software modules or techniques developed by Dolby, and Adobe has now removed those.

"Unfortunately, customers who continue to use or deploy older, unauthorized versions of Creative 
Cloud may face potential claims of infringement by third parties," announced Adobe.

If we're correct that it's to do with specific software that has now been removed, there's presumably 
a chance that this limit on older versions will slowly become less important. Perhaps at some point 
Adobe will be able to say that rather than the latest two editions, you can only use Creative Cloud 
apps from after a certain 2019 version.

As it stands, we can't even know if InDesign itself ever contained this software, or whatever else it is 
that is causing the issue.

We can't be sure what's going on with InDesign, and this has got to make InDesign vulnerable. If 
you are forced to update software you rely on, you are being forced to make a major change that 
can't be that much different to switching to another system entirely.

And today QuarkXPress is a strong contender again
Adobe InDesign was born 20 years ago out of a series of rivalries between firms, 
and while it took over the entire industry, it could now be heading right back to 
those days of severe competition.

That will hopefully be good for users, but we are now in a very different world 
from twenty years ago when Quark and Adobe were first trying to out-do each 
other to make more compelling products.

"Looking back, it was great to be part of an era that helped define Adobe as a company," says Yap. 
"[QuarkXPress] had a lot of market share, but they were not focusing on innovation and delighting 
the customer. We had very innovative features... [and] in addition, we could provide better 
workf lows with deep integration between Photoshop, Illustrator and InDesign."

https://appleinsider.com/articles/19/08/31/how-adobe-indesign-took-over-publishing-with-steve-
jobs-help

William Gallagher          GUM

References:

InDesign:   https://www.adobe.com/au/products/indesign.html

Quark:    http://www.quark.com/en/Products/QuarkXPress/ 

https://appleinsider.com/articles/19/08/31/how-adobe-indesign-took-over-publishing-with-steve-jobs-helpWilliamGallagherGUMReferences:InDesign:
https://appleinsider.com/articles/19/08/31/how-adobe-indesign-took-over-publishing-with-steve-jobs-helpWilliamGallagherGUMReferences:InDesign:
https://appleinsider.com/articles/19/08/31/how-adobe-indesign-took-over-publishing-with-steve-jobs-helpWilliamGallagherGUMReferences:InDesign:
https://appleinsider.com/articles/19/08/31/how-adobe-indesign-took-over-publishing-with-steve-jobs-helpWilliamGallagherGUMReferences:InDesign:
https://appleinsider.com/articles/19/08/31/how-adobe-indesign-took-over-publishing-with-steve-jobs-helpWilliamGallagherGUMReferences:InDesign:
https://appleinsider.com/articles/19/08/31/how-adobe-indesign-took-over-publishing-with-steve-jobs-helpWilliamGallagherGUMReferences:InDesign:
https://www.adobe.com/au/products/indesign.htmlQuark:
https://www.adobe.com/au/products/indesign.htmlQuark:
https://www.adobe.com/au/products/indesign.htmlQuark:
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GUM - Honorary Life Membership
The highest honour that can be awarded to a GUM member is to confer an Honorary Life 
Membership of Victorian GUM Inc. 

According to Rule 14 of the Rules of Association, (http://www.vicgum.asn.au/images/VicGUM_
RulesOfAssociation.pdf) two members may be nominated each year as Life Members. 

(1) Honorary Life members 
(a) An Honorary Life Membership may be awarded for outstanding service to the Association. 

(b)  A maximum of two Honorary Life Memberships may be granted each year. Honorary Life 
Members have membership and voting rights. 

(c) An Honorary Life Membership can only be awarded if — 

  (i) Two financial members of the Association nominate a candidate to the Committee at 
least two months prior to the Annual General Meeting; and 

  (ii) The Committee chooses to recommend the nomination to the Annual General Meeting; 
and

  (iii) A majority of two-thirds of those present and entitled to vote at the Annual General 
Meeting confirm the award.

So this is the start of the two-months notice period. If you wish to nominate someone you need to 
obtain a seconder and send the nomination, (there is no special form) signed by both the nominator 
and the seconder along with a short statement as to why the nomination is being made, to: 

The Secretary, 

Victorian GUM Inc. 

Suite 4, 318 Stephensons Road

Mount Waverley Victoria 3149

by Friday 17th July 2020

This is your opportunity to honour a fellow member who you believe has done an outstanding job 
for Victorian GUM.

By order of the Committee

James Hill. Secretary         GUM

Current Life Members (in order of being awarded)
Bruce Fullarton John Wolff
Merv Leeding Robyn Fisher
Laurie Thompson John Donaldson
Doug Elms David Stephen

http://www.vicgum.asn.au/images/VicGUM_RulesOfAssociation.pdf
http://www.vicgum.asn.au/images/VicGUM_RulesOfAssociation.pdf
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How to set your Mac or computer display 
at the right height to avoid or fix neck pain

Due to the lockdown, many of us are spending more time on our computers. This article 
addresses ways to minimise discomfort or pain

We previously took a look at how to sit properly at your computer to avoid back pain and fatigue. 
Continuing on with the theme for improved well-being while working at desks, couches, and more, 
let’s dive into another important aspect of posture: head and neck position and how to set your 
computer display at the right height to avoid pain.

Naturally, since our head, neck, and back are all connected, if you’re posture is out of alignment in 
the lumbar (low) or thoracic (mid) spine, you’ll likely have posture issues with your cervical (upper) 
spine posture that can create pain and stiffness in your neck and head over time.

Having your head out of alignment 
by just three inches can increase 
the downward weight from  
5 kgs to 19 kgs. https://
almontechiropractic.com/tech-
neck/42-lbs-head/

That paints a powerful picture of 
how much strain poor posture can 
put on our bodies.

If you haven’t taken a look at 
getting into a proper sitting 
position, be sure to do that first, 
since neck and head alignment is 
impacted if your shoulders and 
back are rounded.

https://almontechiropractic.com/tech-neck/42-lbs-head/
https://almontechiropractic.com/tech-neck/42-lbs-head/
https://almontechiropractic.com/tech-neck/42-lbs-head/
https://almontechiropractic.com/tech-neck/42-lbs-head/
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If you’re ready to take a look at proper neck and head posture and setting your computer display 
and the right height, follow along below.

And if you’re dealing with chronic or serious pain or have other health issues, consult with your 
physician before trying the stretches and exercises below.

How to set your Mac or computer display at the right height to 
avoid neck pain

 �  Most experts recommend setting your computer display so that when you are looking straight 
ahead your eyes are looking about 50-75 mm below the top of the screen.

 � Another common recommendation is having your eyes in line with the top 1/3rd of your 
display, with the bottom 2/3rds below.

 � This will vary based on the size of your display (e.g. MacBook vs. 27-inch iMac etc.)

 � The important aspect is that you don’t have to compromise your neutral neck position to see 
your screen while working.

 � Keep your computer display at least one arm’s length away. About 2 cupits in the old, old 
money.

 � You may find you need it further away with a larger display, again keep in mind you don’t 
want to have to crane your neck around to see your whole screen.

 � Keep your computer directly in front of you.

A few different ways to elevate your MacBook, Mac, or other computer display include laptop stands 
(pictured above: Yohann MacBook Pro Stand), standing desks, or you could just use the books you 
have around your house. Don’t forget you can play with your chair height if it’s adjustable.

How to find a proper neutral neck and head posture

 � One way to get a good baseline for how your head and neck posture looks is to have someone 
take a few photos of your profile while you’re working at your computer, then you can 
compare it visually and by feel to the walkthrough videos below

Dr. John Rusin has a great simple exercise you can do standing against a wall to find what a neutral 
neck position feels like: 

https://youtu.be/wBBKh86WNps

https://youtu.be/wQylqaCl8Zo

Michael Potuck          GUM

Just remember, it could be worse.. 
The average cost of rehabilitating a seal after the Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaska was $80,000. At a 
special ceremony, two of the most expensively saved animals were being released back into the wild 
amid cheers and applause from onlookers. A minute later, in full view, a killer whale ate them both.

Still think you are having a bad day? 
A woman came home to find her husband in the kitchen shaking frantically, almost in a dancing 
frenzy, with some kind of wire running from his waist towards the electric kettle. Intending to jolt 
him away from the deadly current, she whacked him with a handy plank of wood, breaking his arm 
in two places. Up to that moment, he had been happily listening to his Walkman.

https://youtu.be/wBBKh86WNps
https://youtu.be/wQylqaCl8Zo
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Hi John,

Sometime ago I found this article, and thought it may be an interesting piece for the newsletter.

It was written by Michael John Neill from 'Tip of the Day' a genealogical website.

Thought with all the talk on succession planning, with several members saying they were leaving it 
to a genealogical society, that perhaps they may need to have a rethink...

http://genealogytipoftheday.com/index.php/2020/01/15/no-worries-my-will-gives-away-my-
genealogy-stuff/

Tricia Parnell

 No Worries - My Will Gives Away  
My Genealogy Stuff

It’s easy to give orders to be carried out after your death. But there’s one fact that happens after you 
die: You are dead and things are really out of your control.

Simple, but true. When you are dead, you are dead. You won’t be around to make certain your 
heirs, executors, etc. do things exactly as you want. I know you can leave a will, but there are some 
realities of wills, executors, heirs, judges, and how they can interact with a stack of papers that have 
no monetary value.

Occasionally I hear people say, “I’m going to have it in my will that my genealogy papers are to go to 
my local genealogical society (or some other group).” I took care of it. That was easy. Fine.

Questions:
 � How organized are your papers? Is that group going to want several boxes (or more) of 

materials that are not really organized?

 � Is that group going to want all your material including that which has nothing to do with 
their local area of interest?

 � Is the judge, executor, and others involved in the settlement of your estate really going to be 
overly concerned about what’s done with your boxes of papers? Ask yourself this question 
honestly. Have you been intimately involved in the settlement of an estate to see how things 
sometimes work? You may value your papers a great deal, but others might not. 

 � Things that have a measurable financial value tend to get prioritized in an estate settlement. 
Unfortunately, genealogical papers don’t usually have financial value.

 � Photocopies of documents and books that are readily preserved elsewhere are not high 
priority items for any historical agency or archives. They prefer things that are unique or not 
already available elsewhere.

 � Will the society where your papers are going be in existence in five years, twenty years?

 � In addition to giving an organization a bunch of material they will have to pay to maintain, 
have you given any donation or financial compensation to this organization? Preservation 
costs money. They may not be able to afford to maintain your “gift.”

 � Have you asked the group if they want your stuff? Any organization is well within their rights 
to refuse your offer. You won’t be around to figure out a workaround because you are dead 
and your heirs may not care. 

Michael John Neill          GUM

http://genealogytipoftheday.com/index.php/2020/01/15/no-worries-my-will-gives-away-my-genealogy-Page
http://genealogytipoftheday.com/index.php/2020/01/15/no-worries-my-will-gives-away-my-genealogy-Page
http://genealogytipoftheday.com/index.php/2020/01/15/no-worries-my-will-gives-away-my-genealogy-Page
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How to Digitize Your Most Important 
Documents

If you have some spare time at home (and haven’t we all at the moment) and want a productive 
project, consider creating a digital archive of your personal papers.

While this week’s World Backup Day was typically celebrated most by hard-drive makers and 
data-storage services, it’s supposed to make people remember to back up their computers. But even 
if you’re already backing up your digital files, do you have a backup plan for your one-of-a-kind 
documents and photos that you have only on paper — like birth certificates, marriage licenses and 
military-discharge papers?

Scanning copies of your personal papers creates a digital archive that can also be used as a backup, 
especially if you have the files password-protected and stored in a secure location. And even if you 
don’t have a document scanner, you can create your personal archive with a smartphone, a few apps 
and a bit of time. Here’s a guide to getting started.

Step 1: Get Organized
Gather all the documents you want to digitize. In addition to vital records, consider other papers 
you’ve saved over the years and might want to share, like old letters, certificates, diplomas, 
newspaper clippings, heirloom family photographs and other sentimental souvenirs tucked away 
in albums or boxes. (Keep in mind that while the electronic copies of some documents may not be 
suitable for official use, you can use them yourself for quick reference.)

Digitizing documents is not an inherently exciting task, but it can go faster if you have your papers 
stacked and ready to scan.Credit...J.D. Biersdorfer

Scanning a big pile of documents is repetitive, but it goes faster when you have the stack organized 
and are working in a clean, well-lit area. Spin up your favorite playlist or podcast while you scan, 
but avoid open beverages nearby that may spill on your papers.

Step 2: Use a Scanner (if You Have One)
Do you have a printer that was sold as a “multifunction” device but that you’ve never used for more 
than printing? Dig up the manual, because your device can probably scan and photocopy as well. 
You may need to install utility software or find the scanning function in your computer’s system 
settings. (Note: GUM has a very high quality Epson scanner free to use for members in the GUM 
Support Centre, and much to our amazement, it is rarely used???? Ed).
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If you have a multifunction printer with a scanner, open the printer’s control panel or utility app 
to get to the scanning software, where you can choose the scan resolution and storage location.
Credit...The New York Times

Once you have it set up, open the scanning cover on the top of the printer and place your original 
document or photograph face down on the glass. 

Close the lid and select the Scan option on theprinter or computer screen to create the digital file.

Step 3: Scan With a Mobile App
If you don’t have a scanner, your smartphone can fill in. Just browse your app store and download 
a mobile scanning app. These apps use your phone’s camera to capture an image of the page. That 
image is saved as a PDF or JPG file to your phone or an online storage site. Be sure to read the app’s 
privacy policy first so you know where your data is being stored and managed by the company.

Wirecutter, a product-review site owned by The New York Times, recommends a few scanning apps 
for Android and iOS devices, including Adobe Scan, which requires a free Adobe Document Cloud 
account. Dropbox and Evernote also offer scanning functions in their apps. For identity-related 
documents, an app that keeps your files on the phone (like the USD 5 Piksoft TurboScan Pro for 
Android and iOS) can offer more peace of mind.

Step 4: Scan Old Photos With Your Phone
Some document-scanner apps can also capture photographs, which is handy if you’re trying to copy 
old prints firmly stuck in ancient albums. Or you could just take a picture of the photo with your 
phone’s camera and use photo-editing tools to improve the image.

For faded old prints, an app that uses artificial intelligence to capture, clean up and correct colour 
might help. PhotoScan by Google Photos, free for Android and iOS, is one option. The similarly 
named Photo Scan by Photomyne for Android and iOS also uses algorithms to enhance photos and 
has a limited free version; the full version costs USD 10 a month to get higher image quality and 
other features. 

Some of the tools recommended by Malcolm Kingston in his Genealogist Toolkit series in earlier 
newsletter articles, are very useful. Ed.)

USD = United States Dollars
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Step 5: Protect and Safely Store Your Files
Identity thieves are always on the hunt for personal information, so password-protecting your files 
adds a layer of security. Most computer operating systems include tools for locking folders, and 
commercial encryption programs are another option. PDF-editing programs like Adobe Acrobat 
DC also include a password feature. 

If you don’t have a third-party encryption program to protect your personal files from prying eyes, 
there are other methods. For example, Mac users can save a folder as an encrypted disk image with 
the Disk Utility program.Credit...The New York Times

If you want to keep the documents online with Dropbox or a similar service, encrypt them before 
uploading. You can also stash your files on an encrypted f lash drive in a secure location. Wirecutter 
has a guide to locking down your hardware, including encrypting a computer’s hard drive.

Hopefully, you’ll never have to call up your digital archive for any serious situations. But by 
planning ahead when you have the luxury of time, you can make sure copies of your documents are 
there when you need them.

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/01/technology/personaltech/digitizing-important-documents.
html

J. D. Biersdorfer          GUM

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/01/technology/personaltech/digitizing-important-documents
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How to record your screen on a Mac
Create a video record of what happens on your display

Whether you want to save a video of what’s playing on your screen, share what you’re looking at 
with friends, or film a tutorial, recording your Mac’s screen can come in handy. Luckily, Macs have 
this feature built in (your iPhone does as well), letting you record part or all of your screen.

It also lets you record external audio — anything coming in through your mic — but the Mac’s 
built-in options don’t let you record internal audio. For that, you’ll have to download a third-party 
app, like Soundf lower. You can, of course, turn on the external mic and turn up the volume, but 
this won’t give you great audio.

One more caveat: some apps, like Apple’s built-in DVD Player, will block you from doing any screen 
recording.

You can record your screen through QuickTime Player for all versions of macOS up to Mojave, 
but in newer versions of macOS (Mojave and Catalina), there’s a separate app called Screenshot 
which lets you record your screen. We’ll go through using that first, then cover the steps for using 
QuickTime.

Record Your Screen In Macos Mojave Or Catalina
 � Press Command + Shift + 5 to open Screenshot.

 � A control bar will appear at the bottom of your screen. You can use it for grabbing still 
screenshots or for recording a video of your screen.
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 � Click on “Options” to set your preferences. You can switch on your microphone, for example, 
set a timer, and choose where the recording will be saved.

 � To record the whole screen, click on the button that shows a screen with a solid outline and a 
circle in the corner.

 � To record a section of your screen, click on the button that shows a screen with a dotted outline 
and a circle in the corner. Part of your screen will be highlighted and you’ll see dotted lines 
marking what you’ll be recording. You can resize or move that window.

 � When you’re ready, click “Record.” If you’re recording your whole screen, you can click 
anywhere on the screen to start recording.

 � To stop recording, you can either press the stop button in the right corner of the menu bar at 
the top of the screen or press Command + Control + Esc. You can also press Command + Shift 
+ 5 to pull up the Screenshot bar at the bottom of the screen and hit the stop button in the 
center of that bar.

 

Record Your Screen With Quicktime Player
If you have macOS Mojave or earlier, you can use QuickTime Player to record your screen. (If you’re 
using macOS Catalina, opening up QuickTime Player and clicking “New Screen Recording” will 
automatically open up the Screenshot app, as above.)

 � Open up QuickTime Player.

 � Click on File in the top menu (or, if QuickTime is in your dock, right-click on the icon) and 
select “New Screen Recording.”
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 � You’ll get a pop-up window labelled “Screen Recording.” Click the arrow next to the record 
button for recording options, like choosing to record audio from your computer’s external mic 
or to show your mouse clicks.

 � Click the red record button. 

 � To record the entire screen, click anywhere on the screen.
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 �  To record a section of the screen, click and drag the cursor to create a window (you can resize 
or move it if you wish) and then click the “Start Recording” button in the middle of that 
window.

 �  To stop recording, either click on the stop button in your top menu bar or press  
 Command + Control + Esc.

 � Either way, QuickTime will open the video for you to view and edit.

Aliya Chaudhry          GUM
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PDFs - Are They All Created Equal? 
Adobe’s PDF (Portable Document Format) is ubiquitous. There are many libraries available to 
create output in PDF format. But do they all produce equal results? A peek under the hood tells an 
interesting story.

There are two types of image files: raster and vector.

Raster files are like a TV picture: lines upon lines, divided into dots (pixels). If you stand back far 
enough, the dots blend into a smooth picture.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raster_graphics?inf_contact_
key=73dee1f8d774cf5986f96be3cc926da9f651f238aa2edbb9c8b7cff03e0b16a0

A vector file is like “connect the dots”: lines are drawn between specific points at X/Y coordinates. 
Vector drawings are crisp and precise. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vector_graphics?inf_contact_
key=a9029bcfa630c1e4f9628ba70929a0d3cc0558ed5d4c28cbfab114022b1ec50d

Raster files can be very large; vector files are compact.

Raster files are good for photographs and “continuous tone” images. Vector files are better suited 
for line drawings.

When it comes to Genealogy charts, the lines and fonts look better in vector format. Naturally, 
photos are best stored as raster. A good PDF library will support both raster and vector, using the 
most appropriate storage for each format. Both formats can be mixed in the same PDF file: raster is 
used for the photographs, vector for text fonts & lines.

Some genealogy programs create PDFs purely in raster format. 

If a Genealogy chart is stored entirely in raster format, as in the 
example at the left, the raster lines can only approximate diagonal 
lines and letters. The result is a coarse, “stair case” appearance. 
The fonts are pixellated. 

In addition, pure raster PDFs are much larger, require more 
storage space, are slower to transmit, and slower to download 
from a Web page.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raster_graphics?inf_contact_
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vector_graphics?inf_contact_
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Vector PDFs, such as the one at the right generated by 
Progeny’s Charting Companion, are crisp and sharp at any 
magnification. They are often hundreds of times smaller than 
raster files. You can take a vector chart to a local print shop 
for printing on a large-scale plotter or printer. 

 

 

For the best PDFs, get Charting Companion today and make family history. Download version is 
USD39.95, CD USD44.95 + shipping.

          
        GUM

Reunion 12 Update

In case you missed it, the latest update of Reunion 12 was 21 April 2020.

Here’s the link to download. The download is 172 MB.

https://www.leisterpro.com/doc/v12/download.php

Update Release notes - Reunion 12, build 200421
Reports>Book>Relatives - now includes multiple spouses for female direct-line ancestors of the 
source person.

Reports>Person Sheet/Family Group Sheet - improved the formatting of long lines when the 
destination is Printer.

List>Citations - fixed a problem that prevented changes made in the ‘Citation Detail’ column from 
being synced to ReunionTouch.

List>Citations - improved the selected field location when double-clicking the ‘Field’ column.

Results Lists - improved the selected field location when choosing locations from the Match popup 
menu.

Reports - f lags are now included when the Narrative checkbox is unchecked.

Chart Editor - made some minor changes to improve drawing speed and quality.

GEDCOM Export - fixed a minor problem when exporting contact information.

Are you on Facebook? Don’t forget you can join our Reunion User Group (RUG)  on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ragug  It is a small group at the moment and posts infrequently 
about Reunion of course!  I post about upcoming meetings, updates, genealogy, etc. 

Submitted by Robyn Fisher         GUM

https://www.leisterpro.com/doc/v12/download.php
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ragug
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There Were Three Brothers And…
Genealogy newcomers often trip over the “three brothers” story. It has been repeated thousands of 
times. I have yet to see one instance in which it is accurate.

The story always starts with something like this:

There were three brothers who immigrated to Australia, America, etc.,. One went north, one went 
south, and one headed west, never to be heard from again.

It is an interesting story, and you might almost believe it. After all, how else can you explain the 
fact that the same surname pops up in so many places?

What fascinates me is that there are always three 
brothers, never two or four or five or six. And 
didn’t they have any sisters? Why did they go in 
three different directions? Couldn’t two of them go 
someplace together while the third struck out on his 
own? Why does each one take a different trip?

An examination of thousands of immigration and 
naturalization records shows that brothers usually 
remained close-knit and usually resided near each 
other after immigration. The “three brothers” 
myth apparently was invented and repeated by lazy 
genealogists who could not be bothered to find the 
truth. It is a poor excuse for why the same surname 
appears in multiple locations.

When searching for surnames in immigration records, 
you normally will find more than one immigrant of the 
name. In many cases, each immigrant did not know 
the others and moved to wherever he pleased. Later 
genealogists tried to justify the appearance of one 
surname in multiple locations and assumed something 
that is not documented in any records.

Be wary of the three brothers myth. You always want to confirm such claims to establish that 
indeed there were three brothers instead of three unrelated men with the same last name. Yes, 
someplace in history there probably were three brothers somewhere who split up and went separate 
ways. But 99.9% of the “three brothers” stories you will hear are fictitious.

Dick Eastman          GUM
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Why is GUMNET so important to GUM?
I think this is only my second editorial since assuming the editor’s job in GUM in 

November 2011.

GUM essentially is a volunteer self-help group. It has operated very successfully in this mode since 
1984 and close to 3,500 people have been members over the years. GUM has helped countless more 
with user groups, workshops, drop-in centres, newsletters, emails, phone calls, etc., etc.

One of GUM’s methods in assisting members is GUMNET. GUMNET is a partially moderated, ad-
free members’ only chat service where members can pose questions to other members and receive 
advice. Often very prompt advice (like same day) replies. GUMNET started in 1995, 25 years ago.

The benefits of GUMNET to members are:
1. It allows members to pose questions broadly related to computer/technical genealogy.
2. It allows members to simply follow the replies. Great for learning.
3. And it allows members to help other members. This is the self-help part of GUMNET

And this brings me to the point of this editorial
Since taking over the role as a moderator of GUMNET after the death of Graeme Simpson in April 
2018, I also get to deal with members who want to be unsubscribed from GUMNET.

I find this terribly disappointing as effectively they are saying, “I am not interested in helping my 
fellow GUM members”.

If everyone did that, then the effectiveness of GUMNET and GUM would be severely impacted. 
GUMNET would cease!

And I am trying to figure out why?
Occasionally I get told that there are “too many” GUMNET posts. Really? I have checked the 
figures. They are: 33 in January, 45 in February, 54 in March, 169 in April. (April ave 5.6 per/day 
covid-19?). 2020 Year Average 1.7 posts per day. And, 2019 Year Average 2.1 posts per day. 
(Reference: GUMNET archives). Hardly “too many” posts.

And of course GUMNET also offers a Digest mode with only one-post per day. Hardly excessive.

We have published articles on how to use GUMNET including the Digest mode from time to time 
in the newsletter, a GUMNET FAQ is on the GUM webpage (it has been there for 5 years in the 
public downloads), plus for the last couple of years, every new member gets a copy of the GUMNET 
FAQ as part of their new member’s package. I know that because I send them out.

In the 24 years that I have been in GUM I have met a lot of fine people and many of them have 
devoted countless hours to helping GUM members, and they are happy to do it, and no doubt will 
continue to do so. I count myself, if I may, amongst that group.

GUM depends on members helping members to succeed and I don’t think that there should be 
an option to enjoy members benefits (sure there is an annual sub $50, less than a cup of coffee a 
month), and not be willing to put something back. GUMNET is one painless way. 

So my plea is to those members who have un-subscribed to GUMNET. You are depriving other 
members of your skill and knowledge. How about reviewing your decision and re-subscribe, and by 
that means also be a giver and help play your part in making GUM a better organisation,.....YOUR 
organisation!!

Note that this is my personal opinion and does not purport to be that of the GUM Committee. If 
you want to respond or re-subscribe, then address replies to me at:  editor@vicgum.asn.au

John Donaldson          GUM

mailto:editor@vicgum.asn.au
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GUM Book
So you are Totally New to Family Tree Maker Book

New third edition. The first in a series about FTM, this book covers 
the absolute basics for new users, so that users with little computer 
knowledge can get up and running. New third edition Specifically 
revised for FTM 2017 and also applies to FTM 2019 and is in full colour.

Cost: $25.00 non-members $30 (includes postage) 

GUM CD
NEW and Revised GUM FTM Instructional CD Version 2.2  
Second Edition. (See page 15 of the November 2018 newsletter for 
details)

Exclusive to GUM. Contains 45 tutorials (up from 26) on using  
Family Tree Maker 2017. Also suitable for FTM 2019  

             Play them as often as you like.  
            A MUST for all FTM users!
            Cost:  $10.00 members, $15 non-members (includes postage)   
            GUM

Family Tree Maker  
(Day)

The first Friday of the month at 
Wadham House  

1:00 pm start. 
Cost $2.00

johndd@iinet.net.au

Cancelled 
 

 

Family Tree Maker 
(Evening)

The third Monday of the month 
at Wadham House  

7:30 pm start.  
Cost $2.00

ftmusers@vicgum.asn.au 

Cancelled

Geelong & Bellarine 
Family Tree Maker Group

Meeting the third Monday of 
each month at South Barwon 

Community Centre,  
Mt Pleasant Rd, Belmont  

4:30 - 6:00 pm
Contact Maree

marcusgrove10@bigpond.com.au

Cancelled

Ballarat FTM Group

Meeting the Third Sunday 
of Every Second Month At 

McDonalds

Sturt Street Ballarat.
 at 1:00 pm

Contact Maureen
chatty44@bigpond.com

Cancelled 

     

Reunion User Group

First Friday of the month at a 
private house Elwood

2:00 - 4:00 pm
Cost $2.00

reunionusers@vicgum.asn.au

Cancelled

Instructional Video
 Second Edition 2.2

March 2018
© Copyright 2018

45 videosDVD

GUM

Self 
Help

Groups

mailto:johndd@iinet.net.au
mailto:ftmusers@vicgum.asn.au
mailto:marcusgrove10@bigpond.com.au
mailto:chatty44@bigpond.com
mailto:reunionusers@vicgum.asn.au
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GUM MANAGEMENT TEAM

President  Doug Elms      03 9809 4854
Vice President John Donaldson  0438 670 003 
Secretary  Jim Hill     0405 320 762 
Treasurer Bob Mullner      03 9509 8129
Committee: 

Malcolm Kingston 03 8707 5994
Alyson Kosina 0410 611 259
Margaret Ockwell 0417 161 112
Robyn Pidcock 03 9842 1036

Membership Officer:
 John Donaldson 0438 670 003

Office Support Centre:  

 Currently closed
 Merchandise Sales      03 9807  2509
 & Distribution  
 email:          info@vicgum.asn.au

Webmaster:               webmaster@vicgum.asn.au

Any General Committee Enquiries

info@vicgum.asn.au

GUMNET MAILING LIST

To post to GUMNET 
gumnet@lists.vicgum.asn.au

CURRENT GUM LIFE MEMBERS

Bruce Fullarton John Wolff
Merv Leeding Robyn Fisher
Laurie Thompson John Donaldson
Doug Elms David Stephen
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No. PP100018445 ISSN 1324 2652

© Victorian GUM Inc. and individual authors.

This newsletter may not be redistributed to 
other parties by the original member who 

received it.
Produced in Adobe InDesign CS6

Victorian GUM Inc.

VICTORIAN GUM (GENEALOGISTS  
USING MICROCOMPUTERS)  

INCORPORATED

WEBSITE:  www.vicgum.asn.au/
EMAIL:  info@vicgum.asn.au

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/VicGUM

Reg No: A0023358X  ABN 47 032 151 571

Suite 4, 318 Stephensons Road
Mount Waverley VIC 3149

Phone:  03 9807 2509

Office email: info@vicgum.asn.au

NEWSLETTER TEAM

Editor:   John Donaldson
Legacy Reporter: Maree Luci 
Proof Readers: Cathy Carman
   Marjie Hales
   Tricia Parnell
   Yvonne Toomey  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES
Final copy for each issue of Victorian GUM Inc. 
News is due with the Editor by the first day of 
the preceding month.  

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS

Copy is preferred in electronic form and may be 
sent to the Editor at Suite 4, 318 Stephensons 
Road Mount Waverley Vic 3149 or via email to: 

editor@vicgum.asn.au
Most file formats can be handled. If graphic files 
are included in your article, (TIF preferred), 
please also send them separately and indicate 
their placement in the text via a PDF of the 
complete article.

Every effort is made to ensure that the 
information in this newsletter is correct, but 
no responsibility is accepted for errors or 
omissions. The views expressed are those of the 
individual contributors. 
       
     GUM

mailto:info@vicgum.asn.au
mailto:webmaster@vicgum.asn.au
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GUM Subscriptions
One Year
Joining Fee (once off)   $15.00
Yearly Subscription     $50.00 (Includes 12 emailed newsletters)

Joint Members (2 members at the same address)

Joining Fee (once off)   $25.00
Yearly Subscription     $65.00 (Includes 12 emailed newsletters)

Two Years

Joining Fee (once off)    $15.00
Biennial Subscription     $100.00 (Includes 24 emailed newsletters)

Joint Members (2 members at the same address)

Joining Fee (once off)    $25.00
Biennial Subscription     $130.00 (Includes 24 emailed newsletters)

Your subscription status is shown with your newsletter email, please check it each month

To Pay online
https://www.vicgum.asn.au/ and click on the VICGUM MEMBERSHIP link

            GUM

GUM Payment Options

Cheques and money orders (including the relevant postage) are to be made payable 
to Victorian GUM Inc. and sent to: Suite 4. 318 Stephensons Road Mount Waverley 
VIC 3149. Credit card facilities via telephone are available through VicGUM®, The 
Genealogical Society of Victoria Inc. (GSV) in Melbourne. (The minimum amount is 
$10.00). 

For details of what is available see the VicGUM® merchandise page 30 or ring the GUM 
Office 03 9807 2509 and leave a message, or go to:  
www.vicgum.asn.au/ . Then click on Software & Sales.

Bank Account: Merchandise can be purchased via the GUM Website, through your bank 
or by using your internet banking facilities. The details you require are:  

ANZ Bank  BSB No: 013-030   Account No: 79 87792

If using direct bank deposit, please, please PLEASE also email details of your order/
subscription renewal, etc., including your bank name and/or transaction number etc., 
to: info@vicgum.asn.au so as we can match the payment.

You can also pay with your credit or debit card using the secure PayPal facility.  
(You do not need to have a PayPal account to do this).

            GUM

https://www.vicgum.asn.au/
http://www.vicgum.asn.au/
mailto:info@vicgum.asn.au

