




Understanding 
Windows XP



What is Windows XP?

The latest version of the Windows NT 
family
Let’s look at  the Windows’ family history
First came DOS
Then Windows 1, 2, 3, 3.x then
Windows 95…. Windows 9.x
And then
Windows NT….3.x, 4.0, 2000 



Windows Popularity in GUM

May 2004 May 2005
Users of XP 69 165
Users of 95/98 302 268
Users of 2000 N/A  30



Windows 95, 98, SE, ME

A shell built on DOS
Suffered all of DOS’s limitations
The dreaded 640 kB memory ‘limit’
Kept hardware demands relatively small
Aimed at the consumer market- us!!!!
Was unstable and crashed!!!!



WINDOWS

DOS



Windows NT, 3.1. 3.5, 4, 2000

NT stands for ‘New Technologies’
Different to Windows 9.x built for stability
Low compatibility with Windows 9.x 
hardware and software
Most games would not run in NT
Restricted to what hardware it would run
No DOS



What to Do?

Stability or Compatibility?
Run software vs rebooting?
Windows 9.x culminated in Windows Me
This tacked on ‘some stability’ onto the 
Windows 9.x code base
NT culminated in Windows 2000 Pro



Windows 2000 Pro

Not good for running games
Or other software that did not conform to 
its stringent requirements
Little compatibility with legacy software
Not good support for USB



Enter Windows XP
eXtreme Performance
A consumer version of Windows
The stability of NT
Compatibility with Windows 9.x
XP Professional is a strict sub-set of XP Home 
Edition
As well as all the desktop clients that preceded 
Professional
Not built on DOS



What’s New in Windows XP?

Easier Installation and Updating
Dynamic Updates
Windows Updates
Files & Settings Transfer Wizard
Wider selection of drivers
Good plug and play
Windows Messenger
Direct X 8.1 multimedia libraries for gaming



Dynamic Update and Windows 
Update

Dynamic update runs on Setup and offers 
to download the latest patches, packages 
and fixes so that they can be installed 
during the setup process
Windows update which runs periodically 
after setup to download the latest patches, 
packages and fixes. Can be run manually 



Files Settings Transfer Wizard

New feature in XP
Provides a way of transferring designated files 
and settings from one computer to another or 
from one installation of Windows to another on 
the same computer

You can clone your Desktop and files



More Wizards

Network Setup wizard
Add Hardware wizard
Add Software wizard
Found new Hardware wizard
(love it with USB)
Desktop Cleanup wizard (hate it)



More Device Drivers

XP comes with drivers for many devices 
including:
Scanners
Digital still cameras
Digital video cameras
Printers
But check to see if your device has a 
newer driver



Installation of Multifunctional 
Devices

More likely to get your multifunctional 
device to work fully under XP
Printer/Scanner/Fax Device running with 
all its functions recognized not just some
It overcomes the previous social ineptitude 
of earlier Windows versions, and will only 
ask for the device driver once



Effective Uninstall Back to 
Windows 98 and Windows Me
XP provides and effective uninstall feature 
for rolling back the Windows XP 
installation to your previous installation of 
Windows 98, SE or Me –but why would 
you?
It can’t revert to a previous installation of 
Windows NT or Windows 2000 Pro



Effective Multi-user capabilities

You can have multi-users on the same 
computer and restrict who sees what
Multiple Users can be logged in each with 
programs running
Only one user can be ‘active’ at any one 
time
You can switch users





Enhanced User Interface 

Many visual enhancements
Some improve usability
Some are just ‘eye candy’
You can be a Luddite and use the ‘Classic’
look
The Classic look uses less resources



Redesigned Start Menu

Supposedly easier and quicker to use
Contains two Columns
The LH column starts off with what XP 
thinks you ought to know about!!!
It automatically reconfigures itself to show 
your most used programs.
You can pin an item to keep it available





Redesigned Explorer

Two new technologies

Web View
List View
Shortcut Menus Improved



Redesigned Control Panel

Can view in Category or Classic View
Lots of ‘Eye Candy’
This uses up system resources and will 
make the computer run slower especially a 
lower tech computer





Task Bar Changes

Task bar Locking
Task bar Scrolling
Task bar Grouping
Related programs are grouped
If you have [say] 9 Explorer windows open, you 
only get one task bar item that will display a 
stack
Notification Area (system tray) is collapsed to 
show on recent icons



Better Audio and Video 
Features

Windows Media Player 10
Video
DVD player
CD player
Internet Radio Tuner
Juke box for WMA and MP3 files
Supports skins





My Music and My Pictures 
Folders

Custom Folders
My Music for playing and organizing Music
Works closely with Media Player
My Pictures for copying and printing 
pictures



Better Image Acquisition and 
Handling

Strong features for capturing images from 
scanners and cameras
Better throughput for video streams
Scanner and Camera Wizard for transferring 
files from cameras and digital media (Compact 
Flash and Smart Media cards) 
Paint can now open JPEG, GIF, TIFF and PNG 
as well as Windows bitmap files



Windows Movie Maker

A basic package for capturing video, 
Editing video and audio
Creating Video Files
Create Video slideshows from still images
Commercial packages still do a better job



CD Burning

XP comes with a built in CD-burning 
capability
You can burn from Explorer
You can burn CDs from Media Player that 
you can play in regular CD players
It is a stripped down Nero
Commercial packages still do a better job



Compressed Folders

XP has built-in support for compressed 
folders
The ubiquitous ZIP format
The Microsoft Cabinet (CAB) format
The nice bit
View a Zip or a CAB folder seamlessly in 
Explorer as if it were a regular folder



Improved Features for Sending 
Attachments

Windows lets you have the option to 
optimize the file size and display the size 
of the pictures so they transfer faster and 
fit correctly on a recipient’s screen



Search Companion

Enhanced search features for Finding 
information on your PC
Or the wider world
Search for files, computers, or people 
online or
Information from the MS Help Center
You can turn the dog OFF





Publishing on the Web

XP includes Web Digital- Authoring 
(WebDAV) that lets you save information 
to the web from any program

XP Pro extends this to Personal Web 
server and Internet information Services 
which allows you to run a modest-scale 
Web server on XP



A Sane Implementation of 
Autoplay

Prior to XP you had to hold down the Shift key 
whilst closing the CD tray to stop an instant start
In XP you can customize autoplay
You can configure it to take different actions 
depending on your CD
Works for DVDs, assorted flash cards and USB 
drives and Fire Wire hot-plug external drives 



And More

More Games
Remote Desktop Location- allows you to 
gain access to a remote computer that’s 
running XP Pro
A more useful Winkey



Portables

Better Power Management such as Intel’s 
Speedstep that slows a computer down on 
batteries but full power on mains
Auto turn off of display when the lid is shut
Lower brightness when running off 
batteries
Support for Clear Type Font



Faxing and More Help

Built in Fax client that allows faxing from 
any program that supports printing
XP Pro lets you share fax/modems
Access to the Help & Support Center
Microsoft Assisted Support
Tool Center
Fix a Problem Tool





Network Connectivity

Network Setup Wizard
All-User Remote Access Service
Alternative TCP/IP Configuration
Network Bridging
New Version of Internet Explorer 6.x
MSM Explorer
.NET Passport Integration



The XP Engine

Protected Memory Management (cheers)
System File Protection
System Restore
Device Driver Rollback
NTFS file structure
Compatibility with Windows 9.x programs
No DOS but a DOS emulator



SP2 Patch

It‘s BIG, 500,000 MB!!!
The firewall will be turned on
Messenger will be turned off by default
Media Bar has been removed from 
Internet Explorer 6
New version: Windows Movie Maker 2.1



SP2 Patch

You can no longer print or print preview a Web 
page that includes an ActiveX object
XP SP2 includes a new power-management 
option for Windows XP. You can now use the 
tool Powercfg.exe to configure power-
management settings from the command line  
The new Wireless Network Setup Wizard makes 
it easier to create a security-enabled wireless 
network



SP2 Patch

When you install SP2, Internet Explorer 6 is 
updated and includes a new security setting, 
called ‘Binary Behaviours’. To view this setting, 
click Tools, click Internet Options, click Security, 
and then click Custom Level. 
The Security Center is a new feature in SP2 that 
tracks and reports your computer's security 
settings and sends you alerts if your settings 
might be putting your computer at risk.



SP2 Patch

Automatic Updates will help improve the security of your 
computer. By default, after you install SP2, these 
updates are installed automatically when you shut down 
your computer. 
If the 'Turn off computer' dialog box appears, it displays 
a new security shield icon that gives you the option to 
'Update and Turn Off' your computer. 
If you choose this option, the downloaded updates are 
installed, and then your computer shuts down! 
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